
The Salem Public Library Foundation  
is proud to provide enhancements to the  
Library and support programs such as  
Salem Reads: One Book, One Community.

In February 2017, over 4000 people enjoyed the programing at the first ever 

Salem Reads with a robot expo, movies, book give away, conversations and  

an author visit. Watch for Salem Reads again in February 2018.

For those who don’t know, Salem Reads is a community reading program that 

invites everyone to read the same book, take part in discussions on the themes  

of that book, and enjoy related programs during the month of February. The 

chosen title in 2017 was Spare Parts, by Joshua Davis, the true story of four 

Latino teenagers born in Mexico but raised in Phoenix, Arizona, where they 

attended an underfunded public high school. Encouraged by excellent teachers, 

they entered an underwater robotics competition and beat MIT!

As our dedicated group of volunteers 

selects the book for Salem Reads 

2018, we remain committed to 

sharing a book that allows us to invite 

and include the entire community 

by offering thought provoking 

conversation and programming, 

education about our neighbors, and 

the strong connection and enjoyment 

that can come to all ages by reading a 

good book. We hope you will join us! 

Salem Public  
Library  
Foundation

First Salem Reads… 
A Great Success

Salem Reads  
Program Goals:
• 	Foster a sense of community by 	
	 bringing people together to read  
	 a common book

• 	Increase Salem Public Library 		
	 visibility throughout Salem,  
	 reaching readers not already  
	 patrons of the Library

• 	Attract a broader, more diverse 		
	 population of Library users

• 	Strengthen the Library as a leader 	
	 in the cultural life of the Salem 	
	 community

• 	Increase Library partnerships  
	 with community businesses and 	

	 organizations Salem Reads  •  O
ne Book, One Comm

un
it

y 
 •

Summer 2017

Please watch for announcements 

about the book and join us for Salem 

Reads. If you would like to support 

this project as a volunteer or with a 

gift, please contact  

Kate Van Ummersen, Foundation 

Director via email: salemlibrary- 

foundation@gmail.com, office 

 phone: 503-588-6183, or mail  

your gift in the enclosed envelope.

Please consider a donation to Salem Reads.
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Transitions
At the end of March 2017, Library 

support boards, the City, and staff 

said goodbye to our beloved colleague, 

Julie Sowles, City Librarian. Julie had 

tremendous impact on the library over 

her time here, working closely with staff 

to improve efficiency, update systems, 

Salem Public Library Foundation  
Balance Sheet — June 30, 2016
The Foundation’s 35th year and ended June 30,  
2016. Excerpts from the financial statement  
are below. The complete financial statements are 
available for review upon request.

Salem Public Library is here  
for our Community!
Salem Public Library serves its community by providing 

and promoting opportunities for full and equal access to 

information, ideas, the love of reading, the joy of learning, 

and engagement with the arts, sciences and humanities in a 

safe and comfortable environment.

The Library serves its community in these  
and other ways:

•	 It welcomes all people to pursue literacy, knowledge, 		
	 and education.

•	 It provides computers and internet access free to all. 

•	 It supports literacy and language programs.

•	 It helps children become strong readers and  
	 engaged students. 

•	 It provides free concerts, performances and  
	 special events.

•	 It offers affordable meeting space to individuals,  
	 organizations and businesses.

•	 It offers books in print, audio, e-book formats and  
	 movie rentals.

•	 It offers art for check out.

The Library is our community center and we encourage  

you, your family and friends to join us regularly to partake  

in its rich offerings and feel a connection to your community. 

We welcome you.

assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents 	 $	 191,639

Investments		  2,378,573

liabilities 		  (5,879)
total assets, net of Liabilities 	 $	 2,564,333

net assets
Unrestricted Net Assets

	 Undesignated 		  443,960

	 Total unrestricted net assets 		  443,960

Temporarily Restricted net assets 		  248,967

Permanently Restricted net assets 		  1,871,406

Total Net Assets 	 $	2,564,333

support and revenues
	 Endowment Funds 	 $	 1,325

	 Enhancement Funds 		  385,705

	 Interest 		  62,340

	 Capital gains (losses) 		  (22,857)

	 Fundraising and other 		  1,465

Total Support and Revenues 	 $	 473,692
 

expenses
	 Administrative 		  44,405

	 Fundraising 		  26,035

	 Library Support Funds 		  363,987

Total Expenses 		  434,427

Revenue and Support over Expense 		  (39,265)

Net Assets at Beginning of Year 		  2,525,068

Total Net Assets Year End	 $	2,564,333

The Salem Public Library 
Foundation has been  
dedicated to generating 
resources in support of  
the Salem Public Library 
since 1981. Please consider 
monthly sustaining  
gifts, support of  special   
projects and including  
the Foundation in your 
estate plans. Your gifts  
support a strong Library 
and a strong community. 

Thank you.

and grow together as a strong cohesive 

team. Julie has returned to sunny 

California to be Director of the Rancho 

Cucamonga Library, its two branches 

and 64 employees. We wish Julie and her 

husband Tim the very best as we await a 

new City Librarian in Salem.

Please visit our website:  
www.splfoundation.org  
and Facebook  
facebook.com/splfoundation

The Barbara Cornell Gehlar Reading Room  

Anyone who has visited the Salem 

Pubic Library recently has noticed the 

construction zone near the circulation 

desk. The contractor is putting the 

finishing touches on the reading room 

and we hope it will be open for the 

community to enjoy by late summer. 

The Salem Public Library Foundation 

is grateful to be the recipient of Paul 

Gehlar’s generous gift to cover the cost 

of a majority of the project which is in 

memory of his late wife, Barb Cornell 

Gehlar. Barb was the interior designer 

for a major renovation and expansion 

of the Salem Public Library completed 

in 1991, so the room is an especially 

meaningful tribute in her honor.

Want more information?

splfoundation.org

Facebook.com/splfoundation

salemlibraryfoundation@gmail.com
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Thank you! 
Thank you! The Salem Public Library Foundation thanks the following donors who contributed to the  

Foundation between January 1, 2016 and December 31, 2016. We are grateful for your support.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. If there has been any oversight, please contact 
the Foundation Office at 503-588-6183.

Honorary Gifts
You can celebrate a birthday, anniversary, holiday, or other 

special occasion with a gift to the Salem Public Library 

Foundation honoring anyone you like. If you request, we will 

send your honoree a card from the Foundation informing them 

you have made a thoughtful and generous gift in their honor.

EXEMPLAR  

(over $25,000)	
Oregon Public Library Innovation 
   Fund of  The Oregon  
   Community Foundation

BENEFACTOR 
($2,500 to $25,000)
Anonymous
Capitol Toyota-Scion, Inc
Aurelia P. Edwards Memorial Fund
John and Juanita Lambert Trust

PATRON
($1,000 to $2,499)
Anonymous
David Albritton
Con P. Lynch, Attorneys at Law, PC
Sean and Mary Echevarria
FINRA Investor Education  
   Foundation
Dr. Sam Hall and Sue Leeson
Roger and Nadine Heusser
Mid Willamette Valley Council  
   of  Governments
Pioneer Trust Bank Foundation
Rotary Club of  Salem
Salem Foundation
Lee and Sophie Sparling
Richard and Shirley Taggesell
Lorraine Vickery
Bob Welle, Ameriprise  
   Financial Service, Inc

SPONSOR 

($500 to $999)
Clennin and Kathleen Baker
Michael and Nancy Buck
Robert Chandler
Children's Area Coin Race
John and Bobbie Clyde
Bobbie Dolp
Valorie Freeman
Jacqueline Heavey and Mark Dolan
Harry Iwatsuki
Anita King

SUPPORTER
($250 to $499)
Anonymous
Anderson, Pat and Craig
Arabas, Edward and Karen
Bailey, Thomas and Brada
Bauer, Keith and Madge
Bechtel, Verle and Judith
Bennett, Alan and Sharlen
Bottcher, Jean
Dalton, Jack and Kathleen
Dicker, Dr. Lance
Drechsler, Corey
Eberhardt, Dorothy
Timothy and Pamela Ewing
Mary Farris
Larry and Debra Grant
Dondena Griffiths

Roger and Bonnie Hull
Suzanne Lamon
William and Mary Mainwaring
Lester and Jan Margosian
Bob and Judy Martin
Betsy McDowell
CJ and Jill McLeod
Richard and Heidemarie McSwain
Carol Mitchell
Gary and Catherine Pederson
Cindy Rasmussen
Rick and Teri Schaefer
David and Joy Sowle
Thomas and Ellen Stevens
Kate Van Ummersen and  
   Chris Floyd
Michael and Karen Weddle
Dr. Charles and Nancy Wilson

DONOR 
($100 to $249)
Anonymous
Patricia Abeene
Alice Lee Albritton
John and  Anne Anderson
William and Nadege Armstrong
Ruth Aschkenasy
David and Kathy Astle
Chris Baker
Tamela Carpenter
Eric Destival
Richard and Patricia Gehlen
Katy Bayless
Elizabeth Belshaw
Bruce and Josephine Bennett
Joseph and Edith Benninghoff
Bill Smaldone and Jennifer Jopp
Alicia Bonesteele
Ken and Donna Briney
Eugene Cameron Brown
Kathleen Burrell Monaghan
Robert and Karen Buza
Dr. Thomas and Jacqueline
Marilyn Chandler
Craig and Cherie Cline
Maya Close
Richard Cooper
Cheryl Corning
John and Nancy Cox
Jane Cummins
William and Jeanne Dalton
Bob and Jane d'Entremont
Marion Embick
Myron and Virginia Enfield
Craig and Karen Fischer
Randy Fishfader
David and Nancy Fiskum
Kelly and Debra Freels
John and Lauren McNaughton
Albert and Virginia Furtwangler
Diana Gardener
Jeanette George
Thomas and Ethelwyne Golden
Larry and Sharon Gray
Christopher Green
James and Carol Green
Michael and Judy Hall
Roy and Ruth Hall
William and  Betty McDonald
George and Nan Happ

Garrick Harmel
Lauralee Hershey
Ron and Sharon Hill
June Hughes
Harriet Husemann
Richard and Deanna Iltis
Judith James
Albert and Naomi Jasso
Jean Carney and Richard Sloan
John and Susan Miller
Bruce and Heather Johnson
Gary and Sarah Wright
Frank and Beverley Knox
Richard and Shannon Leonelli
Evan and Joan Lloyd
Ron and Ann Lyman
Norman and Christine Manselle
Peggy Mansfield and  
   Roger Applegate
Carol Marshall
Stacey McAndrews
Thomas and Rose Marie
David and Dorine McTeague
Richard and Lotte Meyer
Dyanne Miller
Cindy Nocek and Drew  
   Lianopoulos
Richard and Betty O'Brien
Genevieve Orr
Erich and Heather Paetsch
Gerry Pappe
Robert and Sandra Pattison
William and Selma Pierce
David and Phyllis Prysock
Keith Ramey
Robert Reau
Stanton and Addie Rickey
Donna Russell
William and Jeanette Ryan
Alex and Elaine Sanchez
Stephen and Kathy Sansone
Jim and Ann Scheppke
Neil and Nancy Sherwood
Stanley and Phyllis Shotts
Tammi Starrs
Joanne Stettler
Donna Stor
George and Elsa Struble
Margaret June Thompson
Julie Titchbourne
BJ Toewe
Zachary and Amy Toledo
Anthony and Debra Vassallo
Stephen and Janet Webster
Hans and Kathleen West
Loring and Margaret Winthrop
Bruce and Beverly Wulf
Robert and Leslie Zeigen

CONTRIBUTOR
($10 to $99)
Anonymous (6)
James and Joanne Ahmed
Alan and Judith Alexander
Jacquelyn Allen
Thomas Alley
Victor and Karen Backlund
John Bangs and Julia Cooley
John and Sandra Bartruff
Virginia Bartsch

Josephine Bateman
Annie Battee
Wilbur Bluhm
Anne Bowden
Joe and June Bowersox
Roger Bowman and Lori  
   Hammond-Bowman
Helen Braden
Nedry and Virginia Burris
Robert and Mary Burwell
Daniel Campbell
Patricia Casey
Barbara Castle
Nanci Chambers
Annie Chan
Chapin and Edith Milbank
Rober and Mary Chesley
Roger and Sandra Ann Colburn
Calvin and Mary Jane Collins
Roxie Cooper
Maralyn Davis
Richard Day
Timothy and Bria Dezotell
Margaret Drips
Kacey Duncan
Phyllis Elgin
Millie and Amy Estrin
Don and Jeanne Fineran
Margaret Finlayson
Michael and Pamela Forrester
Fred McDonnal and  
   Maribel Cadmus
Maria Carmen Gonzalez
Michael and LeAnn Goodenberger
Ray and Donna Graning
John and Fran Gratchner
James Green and Raquel  
   Moore-Green
Frank and Patricia Gruber
Richard and Carolyn Harcourt
Lianne Hargie
John Hawkins
Bonnie Heitsch
Thomas and Priscilla Hibbard
Conrad and Kathleen Horn
Bill Howell and Eileen  
   Cotter Howell
William and Pamela Hubble
Adona Jacks
Steven and Rachel Jamison
Gretchen Jensen
Gillian Johnson
Wiliam and Sharon Juza
Claude Kennedy
Karen Kerr
Dorothy Kimball
James and Patricia Knight
Rena Lafky
Susan Lee
Joyce LeTourneaux
Frances Loberg
Richard and Judith Lundgren
Robert and Virginia McConville
David McConnell and  
   Marya Hunsinger
Carolyn McMillan
Dale Menge
Herbert Millard
Marian Milligan and William Dugan
Kay Ann Mitchell
James and Kathleen Moran
Richard Nathe

Paul and Doreen Negstad
Tim Nissen
Mary Ellen Nonamaker
Catherine Olcott
Glenn and Jacqueline Olmstead
Salvadore Marcial Ortega
Richard and Kathie Painter
Curtis Pellatz
Doris Penwell
Charles and Bonnie Peter
Jacqueline Pierce
George and Karen Piter
La Fyrne Pratt
Dr. William and Lorraine Purnell
Phyllis Quanbeck
John and Lana Radosta
Kenneth Ray
Hamilton and Fern Redman
Michael and Kaylynn Rockow
Pedro and Anne Rosales
Lois Rosen
James and Carol Sanner
Wendell and Heraldine Schwartz
Joann Elizabeth Seibert
Roxanne Shoemaker
Dan and Laurel Simmons
Laura Singer
Allison and Joan Smith
Eloise Smith
Julie and Tim Sowles
JM and Madeline Strickfaden
Loraine Stuart
Don and Susan Stuhr
Paul Suter
Maureen Swan
Kathy Thede
Joseph and Mary Thimm
Sandine Triest
Laurel Triplett
James and Helen Wall
Elisabeth Walton Potter
Sharon Wright
Bastasch Yvonne
Joan Zelmer
Natasha Zimmerman
Ryan Zink
Thomas and Joyce Zook

Monthly Sustainer 
Donors
David Albritton
Virginia Bartsch
Tamela Carpenter
Bob and Jane d'Entremont
Eric Destival
Christopher Green
John Hawkins
Roger and Bonnie Hull
Suzanne Lamon
David and Dorine McTeague
William and Jeanette Ryan
Neil and Nancy Sherwood
Laura Singer
Bill Smaldone and Jennifer Jopp
Don and Susan Stuhr
Kathy Thede
Julie Titchbourne
Kate Van Ummersen and  
   Chris Floyd
Ryan Zink

Memorial Gifts
Gifts in memory are made to honor the legacy of someone 

who has passed away as a celebration of his or her life.  These 

gifts are a meaningful tribute to someone whose life has 

been enriched by reading, libraries and learning.  When we 

receive a memorial gift, the Salem Public Library Foundation 

acknowledges the donor’s generosity with a personalized letter 

and tax receipt. The family of the deceased will be made aware 

of the gift and your generosity, if you provide their mailing 

address. We never disclose the amount of the gift.

Gifts in Honor of…
George Happ
by Keith and Madge Bauer

Michael and Carrie  
Litchfiled
by Kenneth Ray

BJ Quinlan
by Ted and Mimi Stang

Carol Swan
by Maureen Swan

BJ Toewe
by Mary Ginnane
Alan and Sharlen Bennett

Debbie Vassallo
by John French and Lauren 
McNaughton

Faye Albritton
by David Albritton
Alice Lee Albritton

George Bell
by John Bangs and  
   Julia Cooley
Patricia Casey
Chapin and Edith Milbank
Michael and Pamela  
  Forrester
Fred McDonnal and  
   Maribel Cadmus
Ray and Donna Graning
Larry and Sharon Gray
Michael and Judy Hall
William Dugan and  
   Marian Milligan
Doris Penwell
Elisabeth Walton Potter
Dan and Laurel Simmons
Eloise Smith
Thomas and Ellen Stevens
BJ Toewe
Stephen and Janet Webster

Wally Bonesteele
by Alicia Bonesteele

Ned Clark
by John Hawkins

Dolly Clowes
by Thomas Alley

Jean Dodier
by Sean and Mary  
Echevarria

Cliff Eberhardt
by Dorothy Eberhardt

Andrew Embick
by Marion Embick

Charles Farris
by Mary Farris

Valerie Gratchner
by John and Fran Gratchner

Alan Hershey
by Lauralee Hershey

Liz Hughes
by Albert and Virgina  
   Furtwangler
Lester and Cheryl Mahaffay
Sonja Somerville
BJ Toewe
Roy and Janice Weide

John Jensen
by Gretchen Jensen

Thomas Jungblut
by Thomas Alley

Sybil Spears McLeod
by CJ and Jill McLeod

Berdell Moon
by Richard and Shannon  
   Leonelli

Carolyn Olberg
by Robert and Ann Grim

Tellelyn Peterson
by Karen Kerr

Dave and Maggi Putnam
by Bob and Judy Martin

Dr. Peter Rasmussen
by Cindy Rasmussen

Judi Smith
by Joe and June Bowersox

Lloyd Stuart Smith
by Bonnie Shaughnessy-Smith

Sally Snider
by Malcolm Snider and  
   Dr. Kathleen Mulhuse

Dr. Charles Toland
by Calvin and Mary  
   Jane Collins

Pat Alley
by Frances Chapple

Julie Amen
by Kimberly Rosen

Shelby Clayton

Marge Covey 
by Wendell and Heraldine 
Schwartz

EM Easterly
by Amy Nistico

Jack Gallant
By Ruth Gallant

Sam Hall
by George and Nan Happ

Gifts in Memory of ...
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Salem Reads; One Book, One Community
As we begin planning our second year of Salem Reads we thought Library Foundation supporters might be interested in some  

of the details of attendance from our inaugural year of Salem Reads featuring Spare Parts by Joshua Davis.

books given away:
Books given to area high schools, 520

Books given to the public, 410

Books given to artists, 20

library use:
Spare Parts Library material check outs, 726

Library Cards issued Jan/Feb 2017, 1,805

Library Cards issued over Jan/Feb 2016, 149

Library Support Boards Demystified
The Salem Public Library has three independent support 

boards all enhancing the work of the Library in their own 

special ways. They are the Friends of the Salem Public Library 

(Friends), Salem Library Advisory Board (LAB), and the 

Salem Public Library Foundation (Foundation). Each has  

a board and provides specific financial and support services  

to the Library.

Friends of the Library is a membership organization that 

raises funds for youth and other programs with the proceeds 

from book sales and from their store located on the main 

floor of the Library. They do the heavy lifting of Library 

support as they accept donations of books from the public 

and are the recipient of library books as they are retired from 

the collection. The Friends have been a great supporter of 

the Foundation’s efforts on projects like Salem Reads. Over 

the years they have made significant contributions to the 

Children’s library and Teen Scene remodels. In FY 16-17 

Friends provided $31,000 to library programs.

LAB acts in an advisory capacity to the Salem City Council 

on the operation of the Library. Members are appointed to 

four year terms by the Council and steward Trust and Agency 

funds dedicated to Library use. Recently, LAB has supported 

the Foundation’s work by granting over $43,000 to the 

Gehlar Reading Room Project to match the Foundation’s 

contribution, and they gave $5,000 in support of Salem  

Reads in 2017.

The Salem Public Library Foundation provides enhancements 

to the Library by writing grants and raising funds from 

individuals and businesses to support our work. Over the 

years, many projects have been funded by generous donors  

in the form of gifts, in kind gifts and including the 

Foundation in personal wills and trusts. Projects completed 

have been the Teen Scene, Anderson Room and Children’s 

library remodels. Current projects include Salem Reads and 

the Gehlar Reading Room. In FY16-17 the Foundation 

provided $47,000 to library programs.

Together we advocate and raise awareness for the Library.  

The Foundation is proud to have strong partners in  

helping make the Salem Public Library such a special place  

in our community.

event attendees:
Teen Lego workshop and demo, 70

Salem City Club, CTEC Lecture, 75

Oregon Humanities Conversation Projects, 95

Ballet Folklorico Mexican Dancing, 145

Joshua Davis Author Lecture, 182

Joshua Davis Author Lecture, CTEC, 210

Movie and documentary films, 209

Art Exhibit Opening, 682

Robot Expo attendees, 1,248

Library Art News
You may not know the Salem Public Library Foundation and 

the City maintain significant art collections. Our mutually  

held goal is to provide the general public an opportunity  

to view quality artwork free of charge in public buildings 

and other spaces. The City’s art is managed by the Salem 

Public Art Commission (SPAC).

This summer the Foundation Art Committee is partnering 

with SPAC in evaluating and rehanging each group’s Library 

holdings. David Wilson, the Galley Director at Salem Art 

Association has joined our team to curate the project.

As you watch the rehanging take place in the Library, 

look for new pieces by prominent Northwest Artists. Last 

December, the Foundation received a tremendous gift of art 

from a generous Portland donor. The gift included works 

from Manuel Izquierdo, Charles Heaney, Carl Morris, Jack 

McLarty and Don Wilson, whose “Mother and Child” 

sculpture has been placed just outside the Heritage Room  

on the main floor.

In other art news, recently, the Foundation Art Committee 

happily honored Mayor Bennett’s request to borrow two  

pieces of Foundation artwork to be featured in the Mayor’s 

office. He requested “Willamette Valley” by Carl Hall and 

“Green Grass River” by Sue-Del McCulloch, both pastoral 

valley scenes. These items were installed in late April with  

the aid and expertise of the Salem Public Art Commission’s 

talented members.

The Difference an Estate  
Gift can make…	

The generosity of an anonymous donor remembering 

the Salem Public Library Foundation in her trust 

allowed us to provide brand new furniture for the  

West Salem Branch Library in early May 2017.

West Salem and the services it provides were very 

important to this kind donor. Her gift brought 

meaningful improvements with modern furnishings 

for reading, computer use, and library material access. 

Adding comfortable, commercial grade chairs and 

tables allowed the branch to create spaces that are more 

conducive to modern technology with appropriate table 

heights, mounted computers, and electronic charging 

stations. The patrons, staff, and Foundation are all 

grateful to this very special friend for leaving a legacy 

that so many will enjoy.

Have you ever thought about including 
the Foundation in your will or trust? 

The language of a bequest is important, but it does 

not need to be complex. Here is an example: “I hereby 

give and bequeath ____________ (a specific gift or 

a percentage of the residue of my estate) to the Salem 

Public Library Foundation whose legal address is PO 

Box 325, Salem Oregon 97308, tax ID 93-0799658,  

for such purposes as the Salem Public Library 

Foundation shall determine are in the best interest  

of Salem Public Library.”

You can ask your attorney or accountant about the 

potential tax benefits for you and your family of 

including charitable organizations in your will or trust. 

We hope you will consider including the Foundation  

in your plans.
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Salem Public Library Foundation

P.O. Box 325

Salem, OR 97308

How would you like to participate 
in supporting the work of the  
Salem Public Library Foundation?

•	 Sign up to be a monthly donor though our  
	 electronic funds transfer program

•	 Send a gift in the enclosed envelope

•	 Set your bank account to send a gift each month

•	 Become a volunteer for the Salem Reads program

•	 Transfer appreciated stock to the Foundation and 	
	 avoid Capital Gains tax

•	 Name the Foundation as a beneficiary of a bank 	
	 account, life insurance policy or IRA

•	 Ask your IRA custodian to send your IRA required 	
	 minimum distribution to the Foundation

	 •	 Instruct your Donor  
		  Advised Fund to grant a 		
		  gift to the Foundation

	•	 Include the Foundation in  
		  your will, trust or estate plan

	 •	 Call us with other ideas  
		  or questions

See our “How to Give Page” at www.splfoundation.org or 
call Kate Van Ummersen, 503-588-6183 for information 
or consult your accountant or attorney.  Our official name 
is The Salem Public Library Foundation and our Federal 
Tax ID is 93-0799658.

We are appreciative of all gifts, great and small. Your 
generous gifts now or in the future will support a wide 
variety of enhancements and programs which would not  
be possible without you. Thank you!
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