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SALEM PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION presents

Salem Reads seventh season features:

Born a Crime: Stories from a South  
African Childhood by Trevor Noah

Read the Book. Discuss the Topics. Enjoy the Programs.

Trevor Noah, popular comedian and talk show host, began life 

with a criminal act—being born. Trevor is the child of a white 

Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother, born in South Africa 

during the waning days of apartheid. In this memoir, Noah 

tells stories of his life in a world of poverty, violence, and overt 

racism. The book also has a young readers’ edition under the 

title It’s Trevor Noah: Born a Crime and a Spanish translation, 

Prohibido Nacer.
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Wednesday, December 7
Floor 1, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE, 10am

West Salem Branch Library, 395 Glen Creek Rd.  
NW, 12 noon

A Born a Crime Book Giveaway	
Pick up a free copy to keep of the Salem Reads chosen title, 
A Born a Crime by Trevor Noah, a memoir set in South Africa. 
Choose a print book in Spanish or English for adults or It’s 
Trevor Noah, adapted for young readers (age 9-14) in English. 
Limit: One per visitor while supply lasts. The book can also 
be purchased at Friends Bookstore, Salem Book Bin, and 
Reader’s Guide. We hope you will join us for the 7th season of 
Salem Reads in February 2023.

 

January 6-February 6 |  
entries accepted 

The People Who Shaped Me Writing Contest  
for Teens and Adults
Turn your early childhood memories into cash by entering 
this writing contest for middle/high school students and 
adults. First, second, and third place will be awarded in both 
categories. Top entries will be featured in a live reading 
on February 23, 5:30-6:30pm. Complete contest rules and 
online entry will be available at www.cityofsalem.net/library 
beginning January 6. 

Wednesday, January 25 | 8am 
KMUZ 100.7 Radio Show, Willamette Wakeup 

Host Melanie Zermer will interview guests about Salem Reads.

Friday, January 27 | 9am 
KMUZ 100.7 Radio Show, Talking About Art
Host Joel Zak presents an interview of local artists 
participating in the Salem Reads Art Exhibit on display at 
the Salem Public Library January 31-26. This show will be 
rebroadcast at 6:30 pm on KMWV 98.3. 

Tuesday, January 31-February 26 | 
during Library open hours
Art Hall, Floor 1, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

A Born a Crime Inspired Art Exhibit
View the work of local professional artists. The exhibit will be 
on display until February 26, then travel to regional libraries.

Thursday, February 2 | 5:30-6:30pm
Collaboration Studio, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

Fully Booked! Adult Book Discussion
Meet your neighbors to explore themes and deepen your 
understanding of Born a Crime by Trevor Noah at a drop-in 
book discussion for adults. Books are available to pick up at 
the Floor 1 Ask Here Desk.

Thursday, February 2 | 7-9pm
Loucks Auditorium, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

Comedy Open Mic Night
Are you as funny as Trevor Noah? Funnier? Let’s see what 
you’ve got! Special guests, a supportive audience, and friendly 
MCs will make this a night to remember. Free and open to the 
public on a first-come, first-seated basis. 

Friday, February 3 | 11:30am-1pm
Willamette Heritage Center, 1313 Mill St SE

Equity, Access, and 
Advancement: Keys to  
School Success 

Salem City Club presents the Director of the Salem-Keizer 
Public Schools Office of Student Equity, Access, and 
Advancement, Cynthia Richardson. Cynthia and a panel of 
educators discuss the challenges marginalized students face 
when they find themselves in a dominant culture and school 
environment and how educators help all students achieve 
inclusion and academic advancement.

Register at www.salemcityclub.com after January 10, 2023.

Saturday, February 4 | 2-3pm
Loucks Auditorium, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

South African History Lecture
Learn about the intricate history of South Africa from PSU 
professor Safia Farole. From colonialism to present time, see 
what has gone into shaping this country. Free and open to the 
public on a first-come, first-seated basis. 

Thursday, February 5-18 |  
during Library open hours
Floor 1, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

Citizenship Display
Are you interested in seeing what steps it takes to become 
a citizen, or how well you would do on the citizenship test? 
Come interact with the citizenship display and grow your 
knowledge on what goes into becoming naturalized in the 
United States.

Deadline: February 6 |  
entries due by 5pm 

People Who Shaped Me Writing Contest for  
Teens and Adults
This is the final day for middle/high school and adult writers 
to enter this contest inspired by childhood memories. 
Complete contest rules and online entry will be available  
at www.cityofsalem.net/library beginning January 6.

Tuesday, February 7 | 12-1pm
Collaboration Studio, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

Brown Bag Adult Book Discussion
Meet your neighbors to explore themes and deepen your 
understanding of Born a Crime by Trevor Noah at a drop-in 
book discussion for adults. Books are available to pick up at 
the Floor 1 Ask Here Desk. 
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Tuesday, February 7 | 6:30-7:30pm
Loucks Auditorium, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

A Look at Restorative Justice: Panel Discussion
Local law professionals discuss the highly effective method 
of restorative justice. Learn how reconciliation can improve 
and bond communities through effective, equitable, and 
transformative approaches.

Wednesday, February 15 |  
4:30-5:30pm
Teen Scene, Floor 2, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

Page Turners Teen Book Discussions
Middle and high school-aged youth are invited to share insights 
and snacks as we discuss It’s Trevor Noah (the young reader’s 
edition of our Salem Reads book) and Born a Crime by Trevor 
Noah. Each reader may choose which edition to read in 
advance. Advance signup is recommended, but not needed. 

Thursday, February 16 | 6-7 pm
Anderson Rooms A&B, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

Music and Social Justice, Oregon  
Humanities Conversation
Middle and high school-aged youth are invited to dive into 
a discussion led by Oregon Humanities presenter Donovan 
Scribes. The group will look at the role of music in shaping 
memories, communities, and justice through the lens of 
Portland hip hop legend Cool Nutz. Advance signup is 
recommended, but not needed. 

Saturday, February 18 |  
10:30am-12:30pm
Anderson Rooms A&B, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

Childhood Memoir: Writing Workshop for Adults
Work with local author Emilly Prado, author of Funeral for 
Flaca, in a writing workshop focused on recreating your 
childhood memories. This program is for adults. Seating is 
limited, registration is required. 

Saturday, February 18 | 2-4pm
Anderson Rooms A&B, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

Childhood Memoir: Writing Workshop for Teens
Middle and high school-aged writers are invited to tap into 
their childhood memories to build dynamic stories. Seating is 
limited, registration is required.

Tuesday, February 21 | 6:30-7:30pm
Loucks Auditorium, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

Effective Activism and Resistance: Panel Discussion
Local activists discuss how to channel your passion for 
change into action in this discussion of local social justice 
efforts and the impacts they have. Free and open to the 
public on a first-come, first-seated basis.

Thursday, February 23 |  
5:30-6:30pm
Anderson Rooms A&B, Main Library, 585 Liberty St SE

People Who Shaped Me Writing Contest  
Reading and Awards
Hear the winning and honorable mention entries from our 
People Who Shaped Me 2023 Salem Reads Contest read 
aloud and celebrate our writers! Free and open to the public 
on a first-come, first-seated basis.

Saturday, March 11 | 9:30am-1:30pm
Chemeketa Community College,  
4000 Lancaster Dr. NE

AAUW Speech Contest for girls in grades 10 and 11
Register by February 1 at salem-or.aauw.net.

American Association of University Women, Salem will host 
a speech contest, which asks 10th and 11th grade girls to 
read Born a Crime and write a six-minute speech on racism, 
equality or opportunity for girls and women in the United 
States. Compete with other girls to win prizes of $500,  
$300, or $200. 
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FEBRUARY 2023
Born a Crime by Trevor Noah

	 SUNDAY	 MONDAY	 TUESDAY	 WEDNESDAY	 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY	 SATURDAY

	 Sponsors and Partners 

Salem Reads is possible because of the 
amazing generosity of our sponsors 
and partners. Thank you for funding, 
programs, and in-kind services to 
support our goal of bringing the 
community together through reading 
and the Library. Heartfelt thanks to all 
who contributed to the success of the 
seventh season of Salem Reads.

	 About the Author 
Trevor Noah is a South African 
comedian, television and radio host, 
and actor. He currently hosts The Daily 
Show, a late-night television talk show 
on Comedy Central. Born a Crime is 
his best-selling memoir which tells the 
story of his early life as the child of a 
white Swiss father and a black Xhosa 
mother, born in South Africa during the 
waning days of apartheid. 

	 Salem Reads 
Salem Reads is a community reads 
project that invites everyone in Salem 
to read the same book, take part 
in discussions, and enjoy related 
programs throughout the month of 
February 2023. The Salem Public 
Library Foundation sees Salem Reads 
as an opportunity to increase the 
Library’s visibility, and act as a catalyst 
to bring the community together for 
discussions relevant to our time. Our 
selection of Born a Crime, allows broad 
community engagement as we offer 
programs on topics of importance  
to our city.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
All events are free.

South African 
History

Loucks Auditorium, 
Main

2-3pm

Art Exhibit Opens

Floor 1, Main

Runs Jan 31-Feb 26

Salem City Club 
SKSD Equity, Access, 
and Advancement

Willamette Heritage 
Center

11:30am-1pm

Adult Book 
Discussion 
Collaboration Studio, 
Main | 12-1pm 
Restorative Justice 
Loucks Auditorium, 
Main | 6:30-7:30pm

Music and Social 
Justice 
Oregon Humanities

Anderson Rooms A&B

6-7pm

Adult Writing 
Workshop | Anderson 
Rooms A&B 
10:30am-12:30pm 
Teen Writing 
Workshop | Anderson 
Rooms A&B | 2-4pm

Teen Book Discussion 
Floor 2, Teen Scene 
4:30-5:30pm 

Writing Contest 
Reading and 
Awards

Anderson Rooms A&B

5:30-6:30pm

Like Salem (OR)  
Public Library on 
Facebook and get 
Salem Reads updates.

Color

B&W on white

B&W on black

Find out more information at 
splfoundation.org or  
Facebook.com/spl.oregon/

Salem Reads chosen title, Born a 
Crime, will be given away Wednesday 
December 7 (details on page 2). Three 
hundred books will be distributed in  
a grab-and-go style pickup at the Main 
Library and the West Salem Branch.  
If you miss the 
giveaway, we have  
60 library print 
copies in circulation 
along with 
audiobooks on CD, 
and downloadable 
eBooks online 
through CloudLibrary 
and Libby platforms.

For easy access to live links, 
please go to our website, 
splfoundation.org, and use the 
dropdown Salem Reads tab.
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Adult Book Discussion 
Collaboration Studio, 
Main | 5:30 to 6:30pm

Comedy Open  
Mic Night 
Loucks Auditorium, 
Main | 7-9pm

The People 
Who Shaped me 
Writing Contest 
submissions open

Jan 6-Feb 6

Citizenship Display

Floor 1, Main

Runs Feb 5-18

Activism and 
Resistance

Loucks Auditorium, 
Main

6:30-7:30pm

AAUW Speech 
Contest

Chemeketa 
Community College

9:30am-1:30pm

https://www.facebook.com/spl.oregon
http://splfoundation.org
http://Facebook.com/spl.oregon/
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